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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — A proposal to create a new, sustainable funding mechanism for a state branding

campaign will be presented to a handful of state lawmakers ahead of the ���� legislative session,

Alabama Commerce Secretary Ellen McNair said on Monday.

“Quality of place and image really has never been addressed at the state level,” McNair said, speaking

during the inaugural meeting of the Alabama Growth Alliance, a public corporation established this year

to boost the stateʼs competitiveness in national and global markets.

“Communities across the state have embraced this, and other states have really seen this to be an

important initiative.”

The AGA was created a�er the passage of Senate Bill ��, sponsored by Sen. Greg Reed, R-Jasper, as a part

of a multi-bill package designed to improve workforce development and a successor to a series of

economic incentive bills adopted in ����. Its members include state House and Senate leadership, as

well as eight business and industry leaders.

The AGAʼs first meeting was virtual and kicked o� by Gov. Kay Ivey, who championed the stateʼs recent

success in drawing corporate investment.

“Just since Iʼve been in o�ice, Alabama has seen $�� billion in investments, creating some ��,��� new

jobs,” Ivey said. “Now is the time to build on that success, and the path for the economy of the ����s,

today.”

McNair spoke to the importance of “quality of place,” or the characteristics of a community that make it

desirable to live and work in, when it came to drawing corporate investment.

“Quality of place is becoming more and more important to be able to recruit (and) keep your talent,” she

said. “I really feel like this is an e�ort that commerce needs to be engaged in.”

To improve quality of place, McNair proposed, state leaders could support legislation that would fund a

new state branding campaign, similar to “Pure Michigan,” which in ���� directly generated $��� million in

tax revenue for the state.

McNair said the proposal would likely cost the state “tens of millions” of dollars and commerce had

worked with Alabama Finance Director Bill Poole to come up with a “creative and out-of-the-box” funding

mechanism to pay for the initiative.

https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/files/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2024RS/SB252-enr.pdf
https://aldailynews.com/gov-ivey-signs-workforce-development-bill-package-into-law/
https://aldailynews.com/ivey-legislative-leaders-roll-out-four-bill-game-plan-on-economic-incentives/
https://aldailynews.com/ivey-legislative-leaders-roll-out-four-bill-game-plan-on-economic-incentives/
https://www.madeinalabama.com/2024/08/governor-ivey-announces-appointments-to-the-alabama-growth-alliance/
https://www.michigan.org/pure-michigan-announces-new-leadership-builds-20-years-economic-impact-and-influence-state#:~:text=In%202023%2C%20the%20Pure%20Michigan,to%20research%20conducted%20by%20SMARInsights.


McNair didnʼt share many details about the dra� bill she and her team had put together, but said that it

would create a new funding mechanism similar to that of the Alabama Tourism Department, which is

funded in part by the stateʼs lodging tax revenue.

“It will develop a mechanism where we eat what we kill, very similar to the Tourism Department where

they receive funding based upon the lodging tax,” McNair said, speaking of the dra� bill. “Weʼre looking

to develop something similar. No new taxes, not taking money away from anyone else, but it is a creative

way that we could possibly fund these initiatives.”

Reed, who also sits on the AGA, agreed with McNair in that branding was a critical component of drawing

corporate investment, calling it “super important.” While Reed announced in November that he would be

stepping down from his role leading the Senate as its president pro tempore, in January heʼll begin a new

role as senior advisor on workforce transformation for Gov. Kay Ivey.

“Weʼve got to create an image, create an atmosphere that people across the globe, certainly across

America, or in Alabama understand how exciting it is to be in Alabama, and all of the things that we have

to o�er.”

McNair said that she would meet with every legislative member of the AGA – Rep. Anthony Daniels, D-

Huntsville, Sen. Bobby Singleton, D-Greensboro, House Speaker Nathaniel Ledbetter, R-Rainsville, and

Reed – over the next �� days to present them with more details of the proposal.

〈 PREVIOUS POST

Trump says it was ʻstupidʼ for Biden to let
Ukraine use US weapons to strike deeper
into Russia

NEXT POST 〉

Alabama school boards question funding
formula, lawmakers push back

https://www.revenue.alabama.gov/tax-types/lodgings-tax/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://aldailynews.com/reed-to-step-down-as-senate-leader-will-advise-ivey-on-workforce/
https://aldailynews.com/inside-alabama-politics-november-15-2024/
https://aldailynews.com/inside-alabama-politics-november-15-2024/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkuAmSWxrgBapWaz7YW7zFS5w1YS_PE6EKyjxtdLbBgZXolrcVWgs_z-rlA6YvfG4GA39QtWB42SWdvQNtnqGQTbfKmDcAMALDP4jNCGZfkDFYWpjukMk8i5r3UjDbjHcL4vFDJh7YJgal9OY6XaQpFcpTdlnQ46VEmVTd6KQOJZ_ukfEhi3UB22ghiUdOLfDldGdms5S6MRPnZRPqLiWmJgjca5-T5kIayVn-MhcldQ9SktFyi5cnz95mzrDtVy7IX_S-cciGYVkjvNNZANu1BKMKXEaTpJYx_KFaBPM3a8RxAcLcBMK2s7ZW1G6SRQCnotNUn5CBDouZMz_J-zLrRpHmGZrwfn1LgQ5_mtsZSc8FL5MSCQ0C&sai=AMfl-YS2srMkJdWf3Z69rEjE_FfIXlH3P91I9K52fgI3BvUU3AGPtMkA5KSHNcRK3qFEcHkpJuTk56vY24gHeGYyOWXfSg7TQ8xrRanZXaf5HdqT51kueMPsHxe6b9OxuqevBcas&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB_CoYGWZ0Ap&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://auburn.edu/auburnatwork/%23stories&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkuAmSWxrgBapWaz7YW7zFS5w1YS_PE6EKyjxtdLbBgZXolrcVWgs_z-rlA6YvfG4GA39QtWB42SWdvQNtnqGQTbfKmDcAMALDP4jNCGZfkDFYWpjukMk8i5r3UjDbjHcL4vFDJh7YJgal9OY6XaQpFcpTdlnQ46VEmVTd6KQOJZ_ukfEhi3UB22ghiUdOLfDldGdms5S6MRPnZRPqLiWmJgjca5-T5kIayVn-MhcldQ9SktFyi5cnz95mzrDtVy7IX_S-cciGYVkjvNNZANu1BKMKXEaTpJYx_KFaBPM3a8RxAcLcBMK2s7ZW1G6SRQCnotNUn5CBDouZMz_J-zLrRpHmGZrwfn1LgQ5_mtsZSc8FL5MSCQ0C&sai=AMfl-YS2srMkJdWf3Z69rEjE_FfIXlH3P91I9K52fgI3BvUU3AGPtMkA5KSHNcRK3qFEcHkpJuTk56vY24gHeGYyOWXfSg7TQ8xrRanZXaf5HdqT51kueMPsHxe6b9OxuqevBcas&sig=Cg0ArKJSzB_CoYGWZ0Ap&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://auburn.edu/auburnatwork/%23stories&nm=1


Latest News

Alabama school boards question funding formula, lawmakers
push back  �h ago

New legislation aims to fund multi-million dollar Alabama state
branding campaign  �h ago

Trump says it was ʻstupidʼ for Biden to let Ukraine use US
weapons to strike deeper into Russia  �h ago

RFK Jr. meets with senators as questions swirl about Trumpʼs
pick to lead health agency  �h ago

No. � Auburn closes the gap on No. � Tennessee as the SEC
holds � of top � spots in AP Top ��  �h ago

Lawmakers: Estimates on overtime tax cut were ʻnothing more
than an educated guessʼ  ��/��/��

Exciting times ahead for ADN – and how you can help  ��/��/��

Trump hosts Apple CEO at Mar-a-Lago as big tech leaders
continue outreach to president-elect  ��/��/��

Federal Reserve is likely to slow its rate cuts with inflation
pressures still elevated  ��/��/��

���� was big for bitcoin. States could see a crypto policy blitz in
����  ��/��/��

https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/alabama-school-boards-question-funding-formula-lawmakers-push-back/
https://aldailynews.com/new-legislation-aims-to-fund-multi-million-dollar-alabama-state-branding-campaign/
https://aldailynews.com/new-legislation-aims-to-fund-multi-million-dollar-alabama-state-branding-campaign/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-says-it-was-stupid-for-biden-to-let-ukraine-use-us-weapons-to-strike-deeper-into-russia/
https://aldailynews.com/rfk-jr-meets-with-senators-as-questions-swirl-about-trumps-pick-to-lead-health-agency/
https://aldailynews.com/rfk-jr-meets-with-senators-as-questions-swirl-about-trumps-pick-to-lead-health-agency/
https://aldailynews.com/no-2-auburn-closes-the-gap-on-no-1-tennessee-as-the-sec-holds-5-of-top-7-spots-in-ap-top-25/
https://aldailynews.com/no-2-auburn-closes-the-gap-on-no-1-tennessee-as-the-sec-holds-5-of-top-7-spots-in-ap-top-25/
https://aldailynews.com/lawmakers-estimates-on-overtime-tax-cut-were-nothing-more-than-an-educated-guess/
https://aldailynews.com/lawmakers-estimates-on-overtime-tax-cut-were-nothing-more-than-an-educated-guess/
https://aldailynews.com/exciting-times-ahead-for-adn-and-how-you-can-help/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-hosts-apple-ceo-at-mar-a-lago-as-big-tech-leaders-continue-outreach-to-president-elect/
https://aldailynews.com/trump-hosts-apple-ceo-at-mar-a-lago-as-big-tech-leaders-continue-outreach-to-president-elect/
https://aldailynews.com/federal-reserve-is-likely-to-slow-its-rate-cuts-with-inflation-pressures-still-elevated/
https://aldailynews.com/federal-reserve-is-likely-to-slow-its-rate-cuts-with-inflation-pressures-still-elevated/
https://aldailynews.com/2024-was-big-for-bitcoin-states-could-see-a-crypto-policy-blitz-in-2025/
https://aldailynews.com/2024-was-big-for-bitcoin-states-could-see-a-crypto-policy-blitz-in-2025/


Get the Daily News Digest in your inbox each
morning.

First Name Last Name

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv8tXFOgSLxaM86eyUVrrNgRJKQYVVyNwoKwqJdmlg5WFpRHWtZ4KYOzWyEgijxB0wS-orY8q3KOE5nwTx1voYvr6CaLF2K2jGo0Rx-nkWDnOyJMH5Q-Uek-6-cCLsTO6VqtZIGMIh1qlbo2rTRmTOdy3wkLLOVSk3oNWim3wLUoEHd3PpuUjOIzLrtgxR8RY_1JD9361TEaWlEtbbfyl6_uLtCxMJdTXgeFCQE9eRdKsGTE5fZ4VDZ9AFZAuuLtBj-QsbVtFYMJpTDW2Ianb_DVfhvpq2rLKkP1AYTmTS1v084JZxycMhLr-Arq6lsnp-jB2G6FLujG3RPjRXoNPL8yl0ModWPp3xa85444EuxBOPlWvny&sai=AMfl-YSwiIEddZn9nMkh0jgwD2r1ZUN8hawrEADwNAp-nUfXC9rjV9Aa6UCsMQna9MhZlIj3QO7Mf81TFCiyDKP6tIB0H97MBaQtDPNtyXPlLdtRlD3JSmqOSi4Egbasatf0PdpC&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPXLDd335OGq&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://auburn.edu/auburnatwork/%23stories
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv8tXFOgSLxaM86eyUVrrNgRJKQYVVyNwoKwqJdmlg5WFpRHWtZ4KYOzWyEgijxB0wS-orY8q3KOE5nwTx1voYvr6CaLF2K2jGo0Rx-nkWDnOyJMH5Q-Uek-6-cCLsTO6VqtZIGMIh1qlbo2rTRmTOdy3wkLLOVSk3oNWim3wLUoEHd3PpuUjOIzLrtgxR8RY_1JD9361TEaWlEtbbfyl6_uLtCxMJdTXgeFCQE9eRdKsGTE5fZ4VDZ9AFZAuuLtBj-QsbVtFYMJpTDW2Ianb_DVfhvpq2rLKkP1AYTmTS1v084JZxycMhLr-Arq6lsnp-jB2G6FLujG3RPjRXoNPL8yl0ModWPp3xa85444EuxBOPlWvny&sai=AMfl-YSwiIEddZn9nMkh0jgwD2r1ZUN8hawrEADwNAp-nUfXC9rjV9Aa6UCsMQna9MhZlIj3QO7Mf81TFCiyDKP6tIB0H97MBaQtDPNtyXPlLdtRlD3JSmqOSi4Egbasatf0PdpC&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPXLDd335OGq&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://auburn.edu/auburnatwork/%23stories


Email

SUBSCRIBE

Location
���� Magnolia Curve,

Montgomery AL, �����

Contact
todd@aldailynews.com

Who we are

Contact

Login

  

Copyright © ���� Alabama Daily News

Web Development By Infomedia

https://aldailynews.com/
mailto:todd@aldailynews.com
https://aldailynews.com/who-we-are/
https://aldailynews.com/contact/
https://aldailynews.com/login
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaDailyNews/
https://twitter.com/ALDailyNews
https://aldailynews.com/
https://infomedia.com/

