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Ebon Solar, a division of the Delaware-based company Ebang International, has announced plans to
establish a solar cell manufacturing facility in Albuquerque’s Mesa del Sol. The company is set to invest $942
million into this ambitious project, which promises to create over 900 jobs.

Why New Mexico?

With its ample solar resources and favorable renewable energy policies, New Mexico is an ideal location for
Ebon Solar. The state offers:

Advanced manufacturing capabilities, particularly in silicon computer chips.
A business-friendly environment that supports sustainable and technological innovations.
A dedicated and skilled workforce to support high-tech manufacturing.

Facility Details

The new facility, sprawling across 834,000 square feet, will not only manufacture solar cells but also aims to
enhance the entire solar panel supply chain in the U.S. Construction will occur in two phases, with the first
phase focusing on reaching a production capacity of 1 gigawatt per year.

Impact on the Local Economy

According to the Albuquerque Regional Economic Alliance (AREA), this project is a significant boost for the
local economy. Don Tarry, president of PNM and the 2024 AREA Board Chair, stated:

“We are thrilled to welcome Ebon Solar to the market; it not only represents a significant capital investment
and new jobs to the community but also aligns with PNM’s sustainability goals.”
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Commitment to Innovation

Ebon Solar’s CEO, Judy Cai, emphasized the company’s commitment to innovation and sustainability, stating:

“The choice of Albuquerque for our investment aligns with our commitment to sustainable innovation, and
New Mexico offers abundant solar resources, favorable renewable energy policies, and a dedicated, skilled
workforce.”

Economic and Environmental Benefits

The solar cell factory is expected to have profound economic and environmental impacts:

Creation of at least 911 direct jobs, ranging from operators to engineers, with competitive salaries.
Approximately 2,665 construction jobs generated during the building phases.
Potential to significantly reduce carbon emissions by increasing the availability of domestically
produced solar cells.

Next Steps and Future Prospects

While Ebon Solar has not provided a specific timeline for the factory’s launch, the development is poised to
strengthen New Mexico’s position as a leader in solar technology and contribute significantly to the U.S. goal
of establishing a robust domestic solar supply chain.

The Ebon Solar initiative aligns with broader national efforts to enhance the U.S. solar industry, especially in
manufacturing capacities that are crucial for maintaining a complete domestic supply chain. This strategy
not only addresses current gaps but also mitigates future dependencies on foreign energy sources.

For residents considering a switch to solar energy, platforms like EnergySage offer a comprehensive way to
compare and choose reliable solar installers in your area, helping to make homes more resilient to power
outages and promoting sustainable energy use.

Cultural and Social Impact

Moreover, the arrival of Ebon Solar in Albuquerque is expected to have a cultural and social impact. As a high-
tech employer in a region known for its rich cultural diversity, Ebon Solar offers an opportunity for local
communities to engage directly with cutting-edge technology and green jobs. This may also inspire
educational programs and community initiatives focused on renewable energy and sustainability.

In addition, the Mesa del Sol area, famous as a filming location for shows like “Breaking Bad” and a site for
Netflix’s expansion plans, is set to become a beacon of innovation and environmental stewardship. This
highlights the growing intersection between technology, entertainment, and community development.

Conclusion

With Ebon Solar’s significant investment, New Mexico is cementing its status as a pivotal player in the
renewable energy sector. This move not only boosts the local economy but also supports the state and
national goals for a sustainable future. As the project progresses, it promises to bring new energy, jobs, and
innovation to Albuquerque and beyond, paving the way for a cleaner, greener tomorrow.
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